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Actions for Establishing Family-School Partnerships

Garner Administrative Support
· Working with administrators is key

· Establish policies for partnerships

· Include policies for:

· Participation of parents who lack literacy skills or do not speak English

· Regular information for parents about their child’s progress

· Professional development for teachers and staff to enhance their effectiveness with parents

· Opportunities for parents to assist in the instructional process at school and home

· Recognition and appreciation for diverse family structures, circumstances, and responsibilities, and how they may impact roles

Practice Systems Advocacy
· Commit to the “long haul”

· Promote programs based on principles, rather than procedures

· Focus on process-related actions versus targeted activities

· Build a knowledge base and skills in the school and community to support changes

· Promote, do not “sell,” changes

· Be strategic in actions; “work smarter, not harder”

· Six words:  Think big, start small, go slow

Build Family-School Teams
· Promote schoolwide efforts
Increase Effective Problem Solving and Solution Finding
· Structured, joint problem solving facilitates clear communication, shared goals, congruent practices

· Conjoint behavioral consultation (CBC) is one vehicle by which to foster constructive, goal directed, solution-oriented home-school partnerships

Keep a Focus on Goals and Outcomes

· Promote child learning and development across academic, social-emotional, and behavioral domains

· Obtain comprehensive and functional data across settings

· Establish consistent treatment programs

· Improve skills of all parties

· Monitor behavioral contrast effects
· Enhance generalization and maintenance

· Promote shared problem solving in future situations

But Recognize the Importance of Process
· Increase understandings

· Establish partnerships

· Promote shared ownership

· Promote greater conceptualizations

· Strengthen relationships

· Recognize cross-setting needs and opportunities

· Increase shared commitments

· Increase diversity of expertise and resources

Foster Positive Home Learning Environments
· Facilitate family members’ efforts to establish a “curriculum of the home”

· Standards and Expectations, Structure, Opportunity to Learn, Support for Learning, Climate/Relationships, Modeling

· Develop constructive approaches for teachers and family members to interact, and share in the responsibility for meaningful activities and interactions

Focus on Communication as the foundation for all family involvement; effective communication is needed to:

· Share information about children’s progress, needs, interests

· Establish shared goals for education

· Inform parents of what is expected in terms of student behavior & achievement

· Inform teachers of what parents expect relative to curriculum & discipline

· Inform parents of classroom activities and events

· Avoid misunderstandings

· Help parents understand how to reinforce school instruction at home

Collaboration with families is key!
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